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SCIRPUS KERNII RAYMOND—A NEW RECORD FOR INDIA 


During floristic studies on the Cyperaceae of 
Nagpur and its neighbourhood, the author came 
across Scirpus kernii Raymond, which so far was 
thought to be restricted to Africa. A short descrip¬ 
tion is given below (Figs. i-io). 



i.0-1.2 mm broad, sheathing. Spikelets 6 mm long, 
3.4 mm broad, ovoid, 3-4 in a cluster ; bracts 
reflexed, often 3. unequal, the longest up to 6 cm, 
two others shorter; glumes 2.25 mm long, boat¬ 
shaped, central nerve green with reddish streaks 
along lateral sides, arista about 1.2 mm long; brist¬ 
les o. Stamen 1. Styles divided almost to the base, 
branches two, divergent, curved, 5 mm long. Ache- 
nes 0.6 mm long, 0.4 mm broad, lenticular, atte¬ 
nuated at base, brown, turning black, punctate, 
superficial cells isodiametric. 

Collected at Ambala near Ramtek about 50 km 
from Nagpur on October 2, 1962, and deposited in 
the Central National Herbarium, Calcutta (CAL), 

(D. 44). 


KEY 

(After Raymond, l. c.) 

1. Involucral bracts 2* the lower erect as though continuing the 
stem; spikelets 3, very small (2-3 mm diam,); scales ovate, 
less than 1 mm long, attenuated into an awn about 0.5 mm 
long; achene 1/2 X1/3 mm, trigonous; leaves very short, 
setaceous, not spongiose . Scirpus squarrosus L. 

1. Involucral Bracts 3 or more, erect or reflexed; spikelets 
more numerous, larger (4-6 mm wide); awn as long as the 
body of the scale or Jdnger; leaves wider (up to 1.5 mm wide) 
and spongiose: 

2. Glumes keeled, with a hyaline auricle on each side and 2-3 
fine nerves; awn smooth longer than the body; achene about 
2/3 X2/5 mm, trigonous ... Scirpus siamensis (C.B.C1.) Kern 

2. Glumes neither keeled nor auriculate, finely lined with 
purple streaks; awn about the length of the body; achene 
about 3/5 X2/5 mm, lenticular ... Scirpus kernii Raymond 
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Scirpus kernii Raymond 

Figs 1-10:1. Plant. 2. Spikelet. 3. Glume, outer view, 4. Same, 
lateral view. 5. Part of rachilla. 6. Flower. 7. Achene. 
8* Same, superficial cells. 9. Seed. 10. Same, superficial cells. 

A. small tufted annual. Culms 25-45 cm long, 
Blender, leafy only at base. Leaves 12-18 cm long, 
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